AD }f’ Y%
&j ) BRITISH EMBASSY, 'O
. RANGOON.
L X
L ! b F
}’L«\fm,ﬂ\f\ (Sﬂ ebruar‘y 1979

B Smith Esq fUBJA&”J;" m’l W %wﬁ
South-East-Asitan-Department
Forelgn & Commonwealth Offic

London SW1

Dean (ki

5

. F N

b oA

BV @i 7

' 1 i . » . X T >y W D ik T e T R i \ T [ l'..!. ‘EF'/- e ¢
VISTT OF BANGLADrSH FOREIGN MINISIHR !__...*,,-* e e R i
r e i
I | E

B SYNE CShamsul Hug pald an eofficigk vIiSITTLOTBUrme
from 23 to 25 January. He was actcompanled by:three
afhers. - During his stay he was recelved by Lhe
President, called on U Sg& Yu, Lhe Prime Minisler,
Pt Minister for Home g1id Religious Affailrs, the
Minister for ‘lrade axmd had talks with his opposite

number.

g mVily- Banglatesh colleague describes. the ¥1S1T 48
a considepdble success. The highlight was lhe
conversatll with Ne win for which one hour nhad. pgeen

I EIE
pro od but which in the event lasted for ILWQ NOURS

fen minutes.

3. Repatriation of Relfugees.
Both sides congratulated each otner on the smooth
te more than 60,000

AliaW-af Ll S, opera:tion ... 405.0a

refugees have returned to the Araxkan and the Burmese

undertook during the visit to do all tney colld ©e

permit the flow to increase LO 25. 000 a month. AT

present some 20,000 are crossing. Zahiruddln said
ts are good.

that the Burmese receptlon arrangemerll :
entation the repatriates

After paper checking and docum
are taken to their villages, provided with Tifteen

days' faod supply, clolhing, cooking equipment and
helped to reconstruct thelr homes if that s NnECEESHIaE
Two villages which had been destroyed nave been rebullt.

4. Zaniruddin estimated that tne first category of
rtificate holders -

returnees - National Registration Ce

amount to between 105 and 110,000. 'These are those
currently being repatriated and Lhe facl that tRey
hold NRUs smooths the flow. <The next category

will be Foreign Registration Jertificate

§ /holders
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holders_amounpinq L0 some 3,000 at the most. Then
there will come a category - some 80/90,000 strong -
OT' those who do not hold either WRCs or FRCs but who
nave other documentation to demonstrate that they
nave previously lived 1n Burma. Zahiruddin expects
that the flow of thls group wWill not be anything like
SO0 speedy &s the Burmese immigration authorities will
want to check thelr documentation with some care.
Nevertheless the Bangladeshls are now drawing up
Pists of Lhose concerned, describlng the documents
they hold, with the 1Intention of handing them over

in° advance. (Similar lists of nNRJs Were also
provided in advance and thls has greatly facilitated
the return process). Zahlruddiln expects all the
refugees in the N’ category to nave returned before
the monsoon sets 1n plus a certaln number of the
other caterories. Flnally there will be a smallish
group left without any documentation of any sort.
They Will propably noL 1horlaet be aple G0 et
Barma. but Zanliruddln thougnt thal they could be
absorbed without difficulty 11 Bangladesi.,

5. On other bilateral guestions my colleagy# sald
that the two sides have completed the demgrtation of
the boundary along the Naaf River. A gpgup of
Bangladesh officials have also been hefe for an
unpublicised fifteen day stay and gsutceeded 1n
reaching agreement with the Burmgge on the demarcation
of the land frontier on maps. fhe demarcation on
the ground, altogether a muchAfuore difficult
proposition, still remains ¥0 be carried out.

6. The conversation witd Ne Win was In fact a
monologue and, accordipeg to my colleague, wWas a
brilliant survey goipf& back Lo pre-independence

days, demonstrating/Ne win in full recall ol names
and facts and on ¥upressive form. The most 1nteresting
subject was of gfurse Indo Jnina. Ne win tOOK the
view that for Afhe next two or three years LAE
Vietnamese will quietly reinforce their control over
the whole ¢f Indo Zhina but will zive no difflculty
to other South-East Asian states. After that the
future Will be determined to a large extent 1n nis
view By great power rivalry. He linked recent events
in ¥do China with Soviet and cuban aggressSlve ;
expansionism in Africa (Angola and Lne Horn) and 1n
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the Middle kast (Iran and ATghanisteah). He blamed
American weakness in all three ge€as for recent .
S0viet successes. He did not nink that China
NEECreaet to the fall of campuchea by aggressive
actlon against Vietnam: ey would be too afraid
gt Seviet backlash.

7. Ne Win made no-fention of the possibllity of
the Burma Commupnist rarly turning to Vietnam for

support (a ruwsdur current 1n nangoon at present on
which we shxl1l be reporting separately).

8 [

bel¥een the two neighbours.
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: LaVE 110 reasoll 1o deublt.that the wigit was a
SUCCEe8S ana that 1U nas reinforced the Z200¢ relatlions
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MINUTE FOR FILEK
URMESE REFUGELS IN BANGLADKSH

In a recent private letter to me
the Belgian Ambassador in Dacca :ys that

v1178,000 refugees hnave actually returned to

“m“w,Burma 80 far and that 8,800 are still in

Ty 2=

Bangladesh.,

g A Ihis information was confirmed

by the Deputy Minister for rforeign Affairs
U Tin Ohn, in a conversation I hagd with him
today. He assessed the number of refugees
awaliting return as 9,000, He confirmed
that they are all cate*ory “0"e . He gl
that the Burmese and Bangladesh Authorities
had exchanged 1lists of names of this remaining
category and that the Burmese Authorities
are now diligently checking the claim of
each 1ndividual in the Bangladesh lists

as Lo thelr previous residence in Burma.

In some cases the Authorities are already
discovering that the claims were bogu s

U Tin Ohn added that the cetegory 1ncludes
the hardcore of the trouble makers who led
the emplizgration in the first place and who
sought Lo prevent the other refugees from
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